THE EVIDENCE OF THE SONNETS
If used in this sense in connection with a living
man, the use is in a sense unknown to English
literature.
Having accepted "W. H." as William Hall,
it was desirable to find the church in which he
was married, and his place of residence; and thus,
if possible, trace his discovery of the Sonnets.
There was no clue of any kind; and all the
churches in England were before Colonel Ward
as a field of selection. He was aware that
Edward de Vere had lived and died (1604) in
King's Place, Hackney; that in 1609 the Countess
had completed the sale of the property to Fulke
Greville; and it struck him as curious that, though
publications of plays had ceased in 1604 on the
death of Oxford, three spurious plays and the
Sonnets should have been published during the
years 1608-09, when affairs were being wound up,
and King's Place made ready for evacuation.
He decided, therefore, to commence with the
Parish Church at Hackney; and found forthwith
that " William Hall and Margery Gryffyn were joyned
in matrymonye on the fourth August 1608," nine months
before the publication of the " Sonnets." This discovery
was no fortuitous coincidence, but a result directly
emerging from the Oxford hypothesis, and one
which led to consequent inferences. It showed
that Sir Sidney Lee had rightly identified William
Hall, and that Mrs. Stopes was correct in her in-
terpretation of the wedding wish; further, that
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